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praise of her moral qualities and domestic virtues, and she was supported by the good will of some ladies in society ; but there was clearly a party against her among the critics, to which she must finally have succumbed, even if she had been more successfully defended by the characteristic arguments to which, as Mr. Buckingham relates, her husband resorted by calling upon that gentleman with the purpose of caning him for his impertinence. From such incidents and from the general tone of criticism the natural conclusion is that Mrs. Poe was an interesting rather than a brilliant actress, more deserving than fortunate, and indebted for her moderate share of favor rather to her painstaking care than to native talents.
She played very often during these years; frequently she sang, and sometimes she danced a Polish minuet,—the feminine counterpart to her husband's hornpipes, reels, and strathspeys. There are but two marked breaks in her appearances: one in the early months of 1807, when her son William may have been born; the other in the same months of 1809, when she suffered her second confinement. The child, born January 19,1 was named
1 This is the date recorded by Poe on matriculating at the University of Virginia in 1826. The argument by which Mr. E. H. Stoddard seeks to discredit it, on the ground that Mrs. Poe acted through January, rests on a too cursory examination of the evidence. During that month Mrs. Poe appeared only as a peasant in a pantomime, apparently three times, and was so advertised to appear January 20. Mr. Stoddard, assuming that she
